
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
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Water-Data Report 2010 

11152000 Arroyo Seco near Soledad, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°1650, long 121°1918 referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.16, T.19 S., R.6 E., Monterey County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18060005, on right bank, under county road bridge, 1.5 mi downstream from Vaquero Creek, and 10 mi south of Soledad. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--244 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--November 1901 to current year. Records for water year 1902 incomplete; yearly estimate published in WSP 1315-B. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 881: 1902-09 (yearly summary only). WSP 1565: 1916-19, 1920-21 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1922, 1926-27, 1928-30 
(instantaneous maximum discharge), 1932, 1934, 1936 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1715: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 339.20 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to June 16, 1929, nonrecording gage, and 
June 16, 1929, to Dec. 2, 1941, water-stage recorder at site 1 mi upstream at different datum. Dec. 3, 1941, to Sept. 30, 1959, water-stage recorder at 
datum 2.00 ft higher. Jan. 30 to Mar. 26, 1969, nonrecording gage at bridge at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for Oct. 1-13 and Sept. 7-30 which were affected by a beaver dam and are rated poor. No regulation or large diversion 
upstream from station. Low flows affected by upstream gravel mining and irrigation during summer months. See schematic diagram of Salinas River 
Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 28,300 ft³/s, Apr. 3, 1958, gage height, 16.40 ft, datum then in use, from rating curve extended 
above 12,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 16.30 ft, maximum gage height, 16.44 ft, Mar. 10, 1995; no flow at times 
during several years. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Oct 13 2145 *18,600 *13.93 
Jan 20 1345 9,740 10.41 
Feb   5 0645 3,070 6.18 
Feb 24 1145 2,780 5.91 
Feb 27 0015 2,680 5.81 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11152000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 e3.0 57 36 114 576 896 233 263 124 54 27 19 
2 e3.0 56 36 109 523 838 220 252 121 54 26 17 
3 e3.0 54 36 104 479 909 217 244 118 53 26 17 
4 e3.0 52 36 100 443 1,060 211 235 115 e52 25 17 
5 e2.8 50 36 97 1,600 874 1,040 227 111 e52 25 17 

6 e2.8 50 35 94 1,370 798 506 220 108 e51 25 17 
7 e2.8 50 39 91 1,130 728 390 213 104 e51 24 16 
8 e2.8 49 48 88 905 664 337 206 101 49 25 15 
9 e2.8 48 40 86 845 622 304 204 98 47 25 15 

10 e2.8 47 39 84 764 592 284 206 98 45 25 15 

11 e2.8 47 67 82 685 544 500 208 96 43 25 14 
12 e2.8 45 422 83 619 512 935 194 93 43 24 14 
13 3,270 45 885 281 573 534 788 186 90 43 24 15 
14 3,900 44 490 208 526 480 630 180 87 41 23 15 
15 597 44 320 164 488 447 542 174 84 40 23 15 

16 332 43 247 144 455 421 479 170 82 38 22 15 
17 230 42 206 144 424 398 437 168 80 36 22 15 
18 176 42 178 1,330 398 378 399 173 79 35 21 15 
19 143 41 159 2,790 378 360 371 166 80 33 20 16 
20 126 40 144 4,100 360 341 404 156 79 32 19 15 

21 108 44 133 2,870 344 324 410 151 76 33 19 15 
22 97 43 127 2,460 335 310 419 149 74 33 19 15 
23 89 41 117 1,630 313 297 362 148 72 32 19 15 
24 82 40 109 1,210 1,050 284 334 146 69 31 18 15 
25 76 39 104 949 668 274 312 146 68 30 16 14 

26 71 39 100 1,160 722 263 298 147 67 30 16 13 
27 68 37 131 1,120 1,640 251 291 145 65 31 16 13 
28 64 37 116 924 1,160 241 316 166 61 31 16 12 
29 63 36 111 806 --- 232 288 139 59 30 17 11 
30 61 36 120 732 --- 234 275 133 56 29 19 11 
31 60 --- 130 643 --- 231 --- 128 --- 28 20 --- 

Total 9,647.4 1,338 4,797 24,797 19,773 15,337 12,532 5,643 2,615 1,230 671 448 
Mean 311 44.6 155 800 706 495 418 182 87.2 39.7 21.6 14.9 
Max 3,900 57 885 4,100 1,640 1,060 1,040 263 124 54 27 19 
Min 2.8 36 35 82 313 231 211 128 56 28 16 11 
Ac-ft 19,140 2,650 9,510 49,180 39,220 30,420 24,860 11,190 5,190 2,440 1,330 889 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1902 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 12.3 52.1 167 395 568 444 254 94.4 39.6 14.9 6.01 4.86 
Max 311 650 1,161 2,425 2,697 2,344 2,043 644 208 97.4 54.5 38.8 
(WY) (2010) (1927) (1956) (1914) (1998) (1983) (1958) (1983) (1998) (1998) (1983) (1978) 
Min 0.00 0.00 2.87 5.95 8.98 18.5 7.82 4.14 0.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1914) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1913) (1913) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1902 - 2010 

Annual total  51,278.1    98,828.4    
Annual mean  140    271    169   
Highest annual mean    709 1983  
Lowest annual mean    6.97 1977  
Highest daily mean  3,900 Oct 14   4,100 Jan 20   16,500 Dec 23, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  2.8 Oct   5   2.8 Oct   5   0.00 Aug 27, 1904  
Annual seven-day minimum  2.8 Oct   5   2.8 Oct   5   0.00 Aug 27, 1904  
Maximum peak flow   18,600 Oct 13   28,300 Apr   3, 1958  
Maximum peak stage   13.93 Oct 13   16.44 Mar 10, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  101,700    196,000    122,400   
10 percent exceeds  264    700    365   
50 percent exceeds  41    97    28   
90 percent exceeds  4.5    16    0.10   
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